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Council Offices, Mere, Wilts. 


Phone .... Mere 341. 
Hindon 247. 


for the year ending December 1943 
“on publie Health Matters. 
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S etion A | 
xe 0 “General Description of the Area, 
Area = °° 972,319 acres, 

Ea 11,400 
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— Ratesi~ | 
tad All infants perZ 1,000 live births: l 2 
payer timate infants per 1,000 legitimate live blithe ¢3¢ 
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N.B. Be Were.no deaths from infantil diarrhoea, | 


Causes of Death, * 


otal 148 


“Heart Disease 48 
intromevieei Lesions | 13 \ 
Cancer 19 | \ 
Influenza, . giv 12 \ 
Pneumonia, 6 | 
Tuberculosis. 2 


N.B. There were no deaths psa the notifiable infectious diseases ethe 
other then the above, | 
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The number of cases of notifiable diseases has again been 
small. There have been no outbreaks of epidemics size and no 
deaths from infectious disease apart from those due to influenza 
and tuberculosis. In a district where the great majority of the 
houses are rural farm vo rkers' cottages, with limited facilities 
for any attempt at home isolation or proper home nursing, it is 
found best here, still to send the majority of cases of Scarlet 
Fever to hospital, though most of the cases have this year again 
been of a mild nature. Hospital treatment is also morenecessary 
in this district as many of the homes have one or more members 
engaged in milk production.. The policy then of prompt removal 
coupled with the closure offsmall rural school when necessary, 
would appear to be the quickest way of checking the spread of 
these diseases here. 


Scarlet Fever: The number of cases this year was twenty-one, 

compared with fourteen last year. This is about 
the usual number and is satisfactory remembering the presence of 
evacuees increasing the child population, and the movements of 
military ete. in the district. 


Measles:  Highty-three cases were notified. There were no 
deaths. 


Diphtheria: Only three cases of Diphtheria occurred and these 
- were in adults who had not been immunised. 
Immunisation is carried out in the district by a member of the 
County Council staff. The response has been entirely satisfactory, | 
and though it is many years since an epidemic has occurred in ) 
this area and proof is difficult to obtain, therefore, of its ; 
Pp ical utility here yet, there is no ® ubt that in later 
ye when more statistics are available it will prove to have 

en on extremely satisfactory measure. 


Influenza: During the year there were in all, in spite of the 

national epidemic of influenza, only twelve deaths 
ascribed to this disease in the Mere end Tisbury area. Special 
measures were available to practitioners etc. if required, i.e. 
assistance from Red Cross and St John workers. 


Tuberculosis: The number of cases who died of this disease shows 

a satisfactory drop. Last year eleven cases died. 
This year only two deaths were recorded for the whole district, 
one pulmonary end one non-pulmonary. 


General Health: Apart from a@plds, influenza and minor localised 
outbreaks of sore threats, the general health of 
the population has stood up to the strain of the war years very 
well. 
-S-8-U~-e-2-2-H-o- 


The fohlowing table gives particulars of cases notified: 


Typhoid Fever Nil. 
Paratyphoid Fever Wil. 
Scarlet Fever 21. 
Whooping Cough 29. 
Diphtheria 3. 
Erysipelas De 
Measles 83. 
Pneumonia 14. 


Puerperal Pyrexia 1. 
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The Medical Officer spends his whole time in Public Health 
work, being Medical Officer for the neighbouring Borough of 
Wilten and for the Salisbury and Wiliton Rural Area. Wis 


qualifications are, Bachelor of Science (Hons), Bachelor of 
Medicine, and Surrexy, Diploma of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in vublic leaith, Certificate of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, London, 


Sanitary Inspectors: T.A. Brown (on Active Service) 
AeDeld Goold, 


There are no technical or clerical assistants in the Public 
Health Department. The present Inspector acts as Surveyor, 
Sewage Works Menager and Petroleus Officer, The duties of 


Salvage Officer and certain Civil Defence duties also fall on 
hin, 


Sanitary Circumstances of the Area: 


i, Main Drainaze A brief description of the main drainage 
in the Parishes of Mere,Tisbury,and lindon 
was given in the 1941 Report, and is still 
correct at the present time. At Mere the 
purification plant is still overloaded, 
mainly due to surface and sub-soll water, 
mehy times the normal flow of sewage proper. 
This question was exauined in Jume 1941, was 
re-opened in connection with an application to 
discharve water borne sewage at a probable 
rate of 30,000 gallons per day into the sewers. 
Trial holes were opened on the sewer in 
Water Street to locate the source of sub-soil 
‘leakare and the data obtained were reported to 
the Council in Novenber 1943. The question of 
repairing or re-laying the Water Street sewer 
4s now under consideration. 


At Hindon the tanks and ditches were neglected 
for a few months owing to acute labour shortage 
but this system is now receiving regular 
attention, Following a complaint that road 
surface water was flooding the school play- 
-ground the Wilts County Council dug out the 
01d ditch which takes most of the surface water 
from Hindon High Street. This ditch bye-passes 
the sewage tenks and flushes out the effluent 
ditch, This hes increased the dliution of the 
effluent which, however, remains very 
unsatisfactory. There were no structural 
alterations at Mere, Tisdury or Hindon in 

1943. 


as 


2. House Drainase: One septic tank was installed during the year, 
a considerable decrease in the number installed 
in recent years. No cesspools were constructed, 
It was necessary to draw the attention of a 
considerable number of householders to the 
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Ledel Public Cleansing. 
| 1(a}_ Scavensing 

A quarterlycollection of refuse was made at Tisbury 
and halfyearly colléctions at Hindem, Meidcn Bradley and 
weve Semleys There was cre collection only <t Zest Knoyle 
and Mere, The collection at Mere is normally 2 quarterly one, 
nut the previous contractor(whe alse controls the Lipp ins: | 
Place) failed to tender ana no other tendere were received, 


the position is therefore now that the refuse disposal service 
has | 6¢ to exist. Ynere were no coliectionse in twenty parishes 
The epndition of the tisbury plaee has been considerably impwvoved, 
by ened supervision and by attention on onc Gay a week by a 


All the tips were baited for rats, 
The number and condition of cther tips ig substantially as previousy 
reported, 5 e5F 


(8) Salvare. 

. The separate salvage of metai paper add rags ss of bones has 
been continued. the bulk of the Work was carried out by the WeVeSe 
but owing to various changes in maw<oting arran,ements it hag been 
necessary to employ two men part tine in beling paper and tins, 

. The couneil purchased 2ni943 2 Heenan an3 Froude stendara 
strap-metal baling wachine. This machine is now in full use and it is 
anticipated that geome years avcumilation of tins will be reduced to 
useful iron during the coming year, 

00 The anewmts collected »ere:- 


iixed Paper 92 tons 
Scrap Metal 34 tons 
Bones 84 tons 
Rags 3 tons 


all. the fesacn' Rubber 7LONEs 
The serap metal includes 96 tons of railings. ; 
The rubber does not include a specisl drive vor the Ministry of 
Works which yielded bout & tons. 
The yield of bones is weil above the averege for the country: 
paper is average for Rural Listricts and slightly below the 
National Stemdard: metal yields are boumea to fell owing te the fact 
thet little more than tins and houschold serap is availabie,. 
These figures do not include Salyage privately sold or collected by 


eV 
One house was clesnsed under a 
No premises were ound infested 


eS a 


- 


by sed-bugs. 


34 Rat and Mice Destruction, | 
Work under the Rets md ice Destruction Act continued. The Councils 
refuse tips wore baited as required, Contact has been made with 
the County Pests Officer ana Gnistry of Food, The Infestotion Order 
1942 has oom discussed but so far tt has been found difficult to 
appoimt grodent officer, 


4, smoke Abatemen m 
One case ocurved in fisbury this was fo to be due at least in the 
greater part to the Supply of coal being of an invertor quality, 
There were no smoke nuigences requiring statutory action, 

5. Water Suppl 
Periodical samples were taken of all the public supplies during the 
year by the ‘Wetexr Yorks Menager, The Analyses of none of these gave 
cause at any time for anxiety. They were in fact mostly excellent 
results. The Mere and Tisbury supvlies are chlorinated, There have 
been no major structural changes or changes of source of supply since 
recent reports, The Cowicil weighing schemes for post-war deve’ opment 
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\ Cemvalloed raion htering for the Ministry of Pood was transferred 
from Tisbury to Salisbury ena Sherborne Aurtry: ret thus carenhe 


Tyr f 

Cun ning inte the dictrict from these centres heve alres Sy been the 
Subject of inspeciion, 

the total number of Cagustty Corenoog inspectec wae seven of 
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= the foreroing were wyotin Mrhariiy eurrence 2 ot the time of 
inspections, 
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15. Mo. of visits to forse 280 
16. HO. of sauples taken T19 
17+ No, whieh satisfied the x thylene Dlus 
Test and contained ne u. Colt in 
1/100th e4¢, 123 
| 1d, NO, Vrach Labi the Lest 
; > Nos demared or delayed in tra 
©. Vo of verbal notices given a 


21+ No. of written notices served 29. 
Kh 22. NOs or ou uterandin: a4 notices or 
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Pasteupised Milk. _ 


one factory only is licenced, During the Year 4 H,T,S,T, 
apparatus was installed to replace a Holder apparatus, The new # 
machine was tested but not put into use, 


National Milk Testing Scheme, 


The scheme was introduced during the year by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and at the outset the cooperation of local. satitayy 
inspectors was sought. This was freely given atid 4s reports came ~ 
in from the laboratories through the W.A.E.C. prompt visite were 
Reid to the defaulters. This entailed much extra work at first as 

» was necessary to, explain to each producer the implications of 
the new scheme and its relation te other forme of milk control, 

When this’ ground work had been covered and a definite . 
improvement. obtained in the averase standard of milk, the Wyta.C. 
appointed additional. staff and carried om the scheme themselives,, 
one hundred and five visits were paid for advisory purposes» 


VILt1. § hter of mals: 


of on hatin licences’ renewed  F 
No of new licences NiL 
Housing, 


No routine: inspection ‘has: been made% . However’ more: 
housing: has} been’ possible’ thém’ in) the previous year 
though it has: beem restricted tio the bare essentilals, 


Total number of houses: inspected: under* Hotsivie etd Adtg’ 62 


No of inspections made: 73 
No of defective houses: Sy 
No of informal’ notices! served 1 
No '@fstatutory veoh co served’ Nil, 
No off outistiandihgnotices:. Nil, 
No» of: overenowding: cases; dealt, with ~ 
Nos of overcrowding’ cases! remedied! 2, 
: No? of Factories on Register at the hd Of1922’ 49), 
No? of. inspections: mad& '~ d 
Ractortes with power IAs, 
Factories) without: power’ Lil» 
Lt. was; necessary(not) to serve Statutory notices or 
‘to take Legal proceedings, 
No.of Outworkers (clovemaking)) 3 
Unsatisfattary’ premises Ov 
M4 ~Siitmary ofall inspections, 
_ ‘Nature of Inspection: - Number Madey « 
Complaints (Public Health) PL 
eed Previex 3 
Pood s(Slaughterhouses,Bakehoudes etic 101 
Farms and Dairies AAO 
Infectious Diseases 16 
Rats and Mice Destruction 12 
Factories(including outworkers) 28 
Housing (including overcrowding) 8d 
WNuisances 72 
Verminous premises 5 
Drain tests $ 
Building Byelaws 10 
Sanitary Conveniences A 
Schools ) 
Shops Act (1934={Secl10) 3 
Council House Repairs 1 
Miscellaneous Ue SR ete Meo i ee 9 
Behe Sanam HS Ree 


